
OAXACA’S WIND FARM, MÉXICO
INITIATIVES FOR ECONOMIC REACTIVATION IN THE ISTHMUS OF
TEHUANTEPEC, MEXICO: POST EARTHQUAKE LOCAL ECONOMY
RECONSTRUCTION

Humanitarian aid

September’s 2017 earthquake severely affected the state of Oaxaca, in which ACCIONA  has 4 wind farms in operation. The 
company undertook the task of looking for strategic alliances to take care of the impacts in the local economy, as well as to the 
well-being of the Isthmus families.   ACCIONA  participated in the humanitarian aid, as well as in the process of reconstruction of  
houses and the infrastructures affected by the earthquake.

One of the most obvious problems was the lack of knowledge of the urgent and specific needs of the affected population. Not only
was humanitarian aid required in the form of products but there was also a need to rebuild the social environment and the regional
economic networks.

For this reason, an alliance was formed with the AECID (Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation), AMEXCID
(Mexican Agency for International Development Cooperation) and the Melendre Committee, a community organization whose
members are originally from the affected region, to attend damaged communities with the objective to work with craftsmen and
producers of indigenous communities in the Isthmus to reactivate their activities, base of the local regional economy.

ACCIONA, since September 2018, is contributing in 3 projects, in the affected area:

• Adopt an oven: when reactivating an oven made of mud, of which more than 5.000 that were destroyed, a commercial 
community network is reconstructed with direct positive impact to families of different regions and areas.

• Knitting sisterhood: the preparation of each garment  requires the effort of carpenters, draughtsman, weavers and 
dressmakers. It is worth mentioning that an important sector of the Isthmus population is dedicated to these traditional
activities which were topped after the September earthquakes. 

• Istmeña basic basket: The Melendre Committee, due to non commercial activities in the region,  linked the donors from all over 
the country with regional producers and merchants for the benefit of the affected families. As an emergency, they were given a 
basket with regional food products supporting the local and regional economy.

The objectives of the initiatives are to improve the social and economic conditions of the beneficiaries after the earthquakes and
take advantage of the negative effects to create synergies between the social and housing needs and the recovery of the local
economy to cover those needs. With this project, approximately 795 beneficiaries have been reached.

The company's role has been financing 50% of the project and monitoring the progress and results.

The main lines of action are the following:

• Promote economic activities for the poorest
• Reduce inequality and vulnerability to extreme poverty and the crisis
• Respond to humanitarian crises.

This project is part of the bilateral cooperation between Mexico and Spain, and is developed as a Public-Private Partnership for
Development (PPPD), in which all participating entities are partners of the project and share the objectives, resources, risks and
achievements.
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