
ACCIONA develops a
methodology for measuring the

SOCIOECONOMIC 
FOOTPRINT
of its activity



ACCIONA worked with consulting firm EY 
to develop a methodology for measuring 
the socio-economic impact of its activities 
in the markets where it operates. 

The survey measures the effects in terms 
of the contribution to GDP, job creation 
and other social and environmental 

factors, such as investment in community 
development and emission reduction.

The first two surveys were conducted in 
Mexico and South Africa, to measure the 
contribution by ACCIONA Energy, which 
made it possible to complete, test and 
fine-tune the model to ensure its validity.

The project, which is part of the company’s 
Sustainability Master Plan, arose out of 
concerns and the need to reliably quantify 
the Company’s contribution to economic 
growth, social progress and environmental 
balance in the territories where it operates.  

ACCIONA develops a
methodology for measuring  
the socioeconomic  
footprint of its activity

The survey measures the effects  
in terms of the contribution to GDP, job 
creation and other social and environmental 
factors,  such as investment in community  
development and emission reduction.

Over its life cycle, ACCIONA’s wind business will 
contribute USD 1,180 million to  Mexico’s GDP.

MEXICO

Our contribution to South Africa’s GDP 
between 2013 and 2015 was USD 295 million.

SOUTH AFRICA



* Direct effect: measures the impact of ACCIONA Energy’s activity. Indirect effect: measures changes in output levels in all sectors in response to demand for products  
needed by ACCIONA to carry on its business. Induced effect: effect of the increase in consumers’ purchasing power.
** An estimate of the number of full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs lasting one year.

 MEXICO SOUTH AFRICA

Contribution to GDP
From 858 MW installed by ACCIONA:
- USD 1.18 billion over the facilities' life cycle (26.5 years)

From 212 MW installed by ACCIONA:
- USD 295 million between 2013 and 2015

Contribution to GDP
per MW installed by 
ACCIONA

USD 1.38 million over the life cycle (26.5 years):
- USD 0.908 million directly
- USD 0.338 million indirectly
- USD 0.134 million induced

USD 1.5 million over the life cycle (26.5 years):
- USD 0.619 million directly
- USD 0.505 million in the supply chain
- USD 0.378 million in other industries

Contribution to GDP 
per MW of photovoltaic 
capacity installed  
by ACCIONA

USD 1.76 million over the life cycle (26.3 years):
- USD 0.706 million directly
- USD 0.607 million indirectly
- USD 0.448 million induced

Contribution  
to job creation*  

From 858 MW installed by ACCIONA:
1,748 stable jobs over the life cycle (26.5 years):
- 1,166 direct
- 356 indirect
- 226 induced

From 212 MW installed by ACCIONA:
9,647 job-years** (2013-2015):
- 4,074 direct
- 3,094 indirect
- 2,479 induced

Contribution to job 
creation per MW of wind 
capacity installed by 
ACCIONA

54 job-years**:
-  30 job-years for 1.5 years (turbines, and farm development 

and construction)
- 24 job-years for 25 years (operation and maintenance)

45 job-years:
-  26 job-years for 1.5 years (turbines, and  

farm development and construction)
-   19 job-years for 25 years  

(operation and maintenance)

Contribution to job 
creation per MW of 
photovoltaic capacity 
installed by ACCIONA

54 job-years:
-  41 job-years for 1.3 years (equipment,  

development and construction)
-  13 job-years for 25 years  

(operation and maintenance)

Contribution  
to energy 
security 
and independence

2,174 GWh of wind power produced by ACCIONA  
in 2014:
- Saving of USD 20.5 million on imports of natural gas

Community 
development projects

- USD 836,625 invested since 2010
- 16,500 beneficiaries

-  Fulfilment of Broad-Based Black Economic  
Empowerment requirements

- Promoting self-employment
- School breakfast for over 3,000 children

Emissions avoided due  
to ACCIONA’s wind 
power generation in 
2014 (2,174 GWh)

-  1.1 million tons of CO₂, equivalent to the emissions  
by 254,000 people

-  USD 43 million in avoided costs related to climate change
- 2,400 tons of NOx
- 3,200 tons of SOx
- Healthcare costs avoided: USD 3 million

Emissions avoided  
due to ACCIONA’s 
renewable power 
generation in 2015 
(437 GWh)

-  0.4 million tons of CO₂, and a saving of USD 15 
million on costs attributable to climate change:

- 1,150 tons of NOx
- 2,500 tons of SOx
- Healthcare costs avoided: >USD 2 million

Water use avoided 
due to wind power 
generation by ACCIONA

In 2014:
- 1.7 million m3

- Equivalent to the water consumption of 13,000 Mexicans

In 2015:
- 0.8 million m3

Land use by
ACCIONA projects

- Forest area increased by 100 ha
- Estimated annual value: USD 79,000

ACCIONA Energy’s environmental footprint


